The role of the clinical microbiology laboratory in solid organ transplantation programs.
Infections remain a major complication of solid organ transplantation. For this reason, the clinical microbiology laboratory plays a key role in the success of transplant programs, which must have the support of a qualified laboratory, both technically and professionally. Transplant programs strongly condition the structure and functionality of microbiology laboratories, but at the same time, benefit greatly from the knowledge generated from these programs. The laboratory must make a special effort to implement rapid methods that can respond to the broad spectrum of potential pathogens in solid organ transplant patients. The integration of microbiologists in multidisciplinary teams is highly recommended, as only then can they obtain the highest quality and efficiency in the diagnostic process. This article provides an updated review of the techniques to be used once transplantation has occurred. The role of the microbiologist is also crucial in the pretransplant period, as good microbiological candidate evaluation at this time strongly conditions the success of the transplantation program.